Book reviews
Histoire du curare by J Vellard pp 214 illustrated 19 F Paris: Gallimard 1965 Dr Vellard is a doctor and anthropologist who has travelled widely in South America. The greater part of his book is devoted to the legends which have grown up about the manufacture and nature of the 'curare' with which various South American tribes tip their arrows and spears for hunting and in war. He succeeds in elucidating the truth about its botanical source. His classification of curares according to their geographical origin into three groups, those deriving from strychnos, those from chondrodendron and those which are a mixture of the two, is very convincing and he goes far in clearing up the confusion still existing about the other vegetable poisons and reptile and insect venoms which are added by many tribes but which are largely destroyed in the preparation of curare. The last 35 pages of this 200-page monograph are devoted to the use of curare in science and medicine. The photographs and maps are good but are not referred to in the text. This book appears to be directed at the intelligent French layman and is strongly recommended to doctors interested in the history of curare. It inevitably invites comparison with Dr Bryn Thomas's 'Curare: its history and usage', published last year. Dr Vellard's bibliography is self-confessedly small. His personal knowledge of the tribes and country he describes makes his contribution very valuable but the scientific and medical section of his book is smaller and less scholarly than Dr Thomas's work. Press 1965 Praha: Czechoslovak Medical Press The world-wide interest in the mode of action and fate of drugs is reflected in the number of recent publications in this field. This volume is divided into two sections, 'The relationships between biochemical effects of drugs in vitro and their pharmacological effect in vivo' and 'Biochemical mechanisms of drug toxicity'. The 40 contributors discuss the current concepts on the mechanisms by which drugs alter physicochemical and biochemical processes and thereby produce pharma-cological and toxicological responses in living animals. There are some very useful articles on the effects of drugs on ion movements, reversible binding of drugs in vivo, factors influencing the therapeutic effects of chelating agents, the factors which account for individual variation in drug metabolism and the formation of active and toxic metabolites. However, the quality of the papers is very variable and many of the contributions are of marginal relevance to the title of the volume. Much, though not all, of the work presented has been published elsewhere and since there has been a two-year delay in publication, one may question the need for such a costly volume. The drugs are listed alphabetically under their proprietary and nonproprietary names, with brief notes upon their composition, usage, packaging and dosage. A cross-reference system outlines for the reader all the preparations into which any one drug is incorporated.
This new edition of a book which is produced annually should be of great value as a reference to unfamiliar pharmaceutical nomenclature. has recently become a most urgent need for practical information on up-to-date methods of sterilization and disinfectioninformation required not only by those involved in routine procedures in operating theatres and central sterile supply departments, but also by those concerned with the planning and development of new hospitals.
The book is clearly written and the text is amply illustrated by diagrams, simple graphs and
